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Thirteen-year-old T.J. always believed that her twin sister and her mother were dead because that s

what her father had told her. But Mom and Sam are very much alive. And now they want T.J. to be

part of their family. Life with Joe, her troubled but well-intentioned father, is all T.J. has ever known.

Joe s erratic lifestyle has meant lying to social workers and searching through garbage cans for

food. But T.J. loves him and the grandmother who has provided stability in her life. When T.J.

reluctantly visits her mom and Sam for the first time, she is stunned by how similar she is to her twin

sister in many ways, even though their lives have been very different. But while she is drawn to her

new family, she is also wary of becoming attached to them and hurting her father s feelings. When

Joe suffers a debilitating accident and tries to ensnare T.J. in another web of lies, however, her

loyalties are finally tested. Now she must confront the truth about her family, even if it hurts the

people she loves. In this thought-provoking companion to the popular DO YOU KNOW THE

MONKEY MAN?, author Dori Hillestad Butler has created a highly readable, complex portrait of a

family in crisis. Her skillful portrayal of T. J., a conflicted adolescent struggling with her identity and

reacting to family pressures, will resonate with readers.
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Grade 4-7Ã¢â‚¬â€œLife with her irresponsible father has left 13-year-old T.J. wary and

independent. She must come to terms with the fact that the father she loves allowed the rest of her

family to spend 10 years believing she was dead. When she reluctantly goes to visit the mother and



twin sister who are effectively strangers to her, it is painful and awkward for everyone. Picking up

roughly where Do You Know the Monkey Man? (Peachtree, 2005) left off, this narrative switches

from Samantha's to T.J.'s point of view. The events of the first book are well-integrated, allowing

T.J.'s story to stand alone or to be read as a sequel. While the plot revolves around developing

relationships and shifting perspectives, the pace is quick and there is enough action and tension to

make this a good candidate for reluctant readers. The implausible backstory won't bother kids, nor

will the other minor flaws, including a rather abrupt resolution. They'll find it highly readable, and it

might even make them think about the effect of parents' behavior on who one

becomes.Ã¢â‚¬â€œFaith Brautigam, Gail Borden Public Library, Elgin, IL Copyright Ã‚Â© Reed

Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

"...a good candidate for reluctant readers...They'll find it highly readable..." --School Library Journal

"...heart-wrenching detail...supporting characters are well-developed, diverse and important to the

story..." --Library Media Connection

I really loved this book. It's very easy to read and is interesting

My students couldn't wait to get this book in the mail! They asked every morning if it had arrived yet!

We got it in plenty of time to finish before the school year was over. It was in great condition and

arrived within the time frame that was promised! And what a BARGAIN!

It was great!

I liked the book so much but I think they could have done more with the end and also wonder why

they had the grandmother have 2 strokes

Love Dori Hillestad Butler's writing style!!! Everyone should read her books!!!

i'm a teacher and bought this book for my students. they loved the book. highly recommend it. the

first book, "do you know the monkey man" is one of my all-time favorite teen books
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